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L& gan “pad den” sau khi huan nhuc

Gan vé huwu, ngdm nght lai thady may cau tho cudi trong

"Truyén Kiéu" cta Nguyén Du, téi giat minh; khéng
ngd® no lai ap dung vao d&i minh!

“Da mang lay nghiép vao than,
Cing dwng trach lan troi gan troi xa.”

Téi khéng co6 tai. Tiéng Anh thi bap be khi con &
trwong trung hoc dudi qué. Khi vao Hai Quan (HQ) thi
khéong du diém di hoc trwong OCS (US Navy's Officer
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Candidate School). O My gan 2 nam nhuwng téi cling
khéng cé mét ngay hoc tiéng Anh cuta gidi hoc dwdng
ma chi hoc nhirng tir ngir ngoai phd (street language).
Thé thi lam gi tdi c6 “tai” ma vao dwoc ngwdng clra dai
hoc? Nhwng... cé Ié t6i vudng phai cai "nghiép" ma
nghiép d6 da dwa day tdi vao trwong Hang Hai
Thwong Thuyén dé theo nghé di bién (US Merchant
Marine).

Nam 1976, tdi bat dau tim hiéu vé “nghiép” séng nwéc.
Vao thdi do khéng cé Internet, khéng c6 Google nén
mudn tim tin tlrc, hoc héi thém thi phai vao thw vién.
Noi t6i & la vang qué - Newton, New Jersey - cach
New York City (NYC) khodng 100 cay sbé vé hwéng
Tay. Vi & xa thanh phd nén nhan vién thw vién ving
nay khéng thudc hang théng thai 1dm. Khi vao thw vién
hoi vé US Merchant Marine, ho chi ti dén ché dang di
US Marines (Thuy Quan Luc Chién)! T6i dau mudn di
linh. To6i vra roi khéi HQ ma! Nhwng sau d6 “dinh
ménh da dwa day” t6i di vé nghé cii! DBinh ménh bét
dau trén mot chuyén xe bus.

M6t hém khi dang di xe bus tr NYC vé qué, téi thay
mot anh chang ngudi My khoang 30 tudi cam trén tay
quyén sach “Nautical Aimanac” - sach gitp dinh vj tri
ngoai bién. Téi thdm nghi: “A, anh nay thé nao ciing
biét vé US Merchant Marine.” Téi lam quen, t&r dé hoc
hai thém rat nhiéu. T6i dwoc biét nwéc My cé 7 trudng
Merchant Marine Academy. Ngoai triv* US Merchant
Marine Academy nam tai Kings Point NY la danh riéng
cho céng dan My, 6 trwdng kia & nhiéu tiéu bang khac
nhan non-US citizen cling day twong tw nhau.
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Kings Point la do chanh phu Lién Bang dai tho
(federally subsidized) twc la sinh vién si quan (SVSQ -
cadets) hoc mién phi. Coén 6 trwdng kia la do Tiéu
Bang quan tri. Phan I&n chi phi do sinh vién chiu trach
nhiém.

Ldc do téi khoéng phai la cdng dan My nén chi xin vao
State Academy ma théi. Tuy nhién t6i phai dy dinh
nhw thé nao dé khi ra trwdng téi phai la US Citizen.
Néu khéng, US Coast Guard (USCG) sé khéng cép
bang lai tau. Sinh vién nam / nir sau khi t&t nghiép mét
trong nhirng trwong trén sé tré thanh si quan lam viéc
trén tau dan sy, ndbm na la tau buén cda My, hay la lam
trén bd. SV vao trudng Maritime Academy déu phai
qua 2 giai doan: Th& nhét 1a huan nhuc, th& hai la van
hoa.

* Théi ky hudn nhuc

Khi vao cac trwudng academy trén, cadets déu phai
mac quan phuc, phai qua thodi gian huan nhuc 1-2
thang tuy theo trwéng. Sau d6 ho sé& bat dau hoc van
hoa nhw chwong trinh dai hoc dan sy - tuy theo
nghanh minh chon. Loai trwdng ndy chi dao tao hai
nganh chinh. M6t la nganh chi huy (deck officer or
Mate), hai la nganh co khi (Engineer). Toi chon nganh
chi huy! Trong luc hoc, SVSQ phai tuan theo ky luat
cla quan dodi nhuw tdén trong dan anh “quay” dan em, bi
thanh tra quan phuc, téc tai, diém danh, sap hang chao
c®...v.v. Chuong trinh hoc 1a 4 nam cdéng thém 3 mua
hé di tau huén luyén thuc tap: “gd sét, cham dau nhét,
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hoc di ca, dinh vi tri...v.v."” Tbng so tin chi (credits) ma
cadets can dat dwgc khoang 155-160 trwéc khi ra
trvong.

Trwdc khi tot nghiép SVSQ sé& tham dw mét ky thi toan
khoa dé 14y bang lam viéc goi 1a “mates or engineer’s
license” do USCG td chirc tai khudn vién cla trwong
vao nam cudi. Cudc thi kéo dai khoang 3-4 ngay. Néu
dau tat cd cac mén thi sau khi ra trwdng cadets sé co
hai manh bang. Mot Ia degree chirtng minh ho tbt
nghiép dai hoc. Hai la license chirng nhan la ho da
dwoc chanh phu Lién Bang chirng nhan (Federal
government certified) dé& 1&n tau My lam viéc. Néu
khéng dau license ma chi c6 degree thi chi dwoc lam
viéc trén bd. Con xudng tau thi chi 1am “linh” vai thang
sau vé thi tiép. Con néu “bwa” chi lo lay license, ma
khéng c6 du credits dé |4y degree thi truong sé gil
(hold) license lai cho du da dau license.

Sau khi thédng hiéu chwong trinh, téi bat dau xin (apply)
vao 2 trwdng thudc state academy. Mét la trweong NY
Maritime Academy & NYC con trwong kia Ila
Massachusetts Maritime Academy & Cape Cod
(Boston). Téi ciling phai “tray da tréc vay” thi toan, thi
Anh Van, lién lac Thwong Nghi ST lay gidy gi¢i thiéu
mai co di gidy t& can thiét khi ndop don. Da vay tdi con
mang “binh” nghéo va s¢ mét tién “non-refundable
application fee” khi ndp don nén téi chan chd. Mot
hém ban Phan H. Hai (K.19) dén choi, noi: “Tao sé ky
tdng may cai check $50 kem theo application ctia may.
Vao phong dem gidy to ra day tao phu doc cho.” 3
thang sau t6i nhan duoc gidy mai 1én trwdng NY State
Maritime Academy goi |én interview. Nhw trong tho
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d&n, khi dén noi t6i tim gdp Commander (HQ Tr. T4)
Cerny, dwong kim la director cia Admission Office.
Ciing hén, éng nay cé tham dw chién tranh VN, ciing 1a
HQ nén dé than mat hon. Téi bao t6i Ia cwu SQHQ
teng phuc vu HQ 3 (ex WHEC 380 - Yakutat cua
USCG) 6ng ta c6 cam tinh ngay. Sau khi kiém soat
gidy t&, néi chuyén bang quo vé HQ, éng bao t6i vé di,
cho tho cla trwong.

e =3 :’.,.;j"). - —‘-:‘- "
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TDH Tran Nhat Duat (HQ3). Displacement (trong tan - full) 2,750 Tons, LOA (dai):
311 ft, Beam (ngang) 41 ft, Draft (sau) 13.5 ft. Speed (van toc) 18.2 Knots (gut)

Hai thang sau, t&rc la khoang thang 3 nam 1977, toi
nhan dugc tho cla trwong thdng bao: “Welcome you
to the Regiment of Cadets...” va ddng th®i cho biét
ngay “trinh dién”. Téi vao hang bao cho xép biét la sé&
nghi viéc vao mua hé. Dén gitra thang 7 téi trd can
nha tro, ban chiéc xe Mustang cii - mua hun véi
nguwoi ban - goi ban bé dén apartment cho hét dé dac
trong nha réi cubn géi Ién dwdng “nhap ngld”. Hanh
trang cua t6i chi la mét cai valise nhé chira dwng vat
dung ca nhan va dé I6t. Con tat ca quan 4o, giay v&
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thi khdi lo. Trwéong sé cung cip quan phuc theo tiéu
chuan “nha binh”.

Sang s&m ngay Cha Nhat 24 thang 7, nam 1977, ban
t6i, 6ng D6 K. Tiéng (K18), tinh nguyén ch& t6i “nhap
trai”. T6i dang suy nghi khéng biét dan anh ctia My
huan nhuc minh nhw thé ndo. Téi vira lo, vira run.
Lo vi khéng hiéu tiéng Anh nhw My, run vi s¢ minh
hoc khéng qua khéi moét mua hoc ma bi dudi nra
chirng lai vac géi vé hang ci lam “cu Ii” tiép thi “may
em cuwoi thui dau.” Con chuyén huan nhuc thi t6i
khéng &n. Cung I&m 1a gibng nhw VN théi. Téi nght
minh c lam theo dam doéng la OK.

Location of NY Maritime In NYC, Bronx, Long Island Sound

“Téi cong truong réi. Tui dan anh dang che may kia.
Réang Ién nha. Mot thang nira Minh, Van, va tao vao
thdm nuéi may. Good luck, nha may”. Ong Tiéng noi
xong, quay dau xe Capri, tr& vé trudng New Jersey
Institute of Technology noi ma 6ng ta dang hoc.
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Vira xubng xe, mot sinh vién (SV) khéa dan anh chi
vao mat t6i: “You! You follow me to pickup uniforms
and then get a nice and GOOD haircut. You sloppy
punk!” Téi tra 1&i: “Yes, Sir’ rdi ngoan ngoan di theo
mot SVSQ dan anh trwde to6i hai nam. Chilrc vu cla
anh ta 1a IDO (indoctrination officer). Ciing can noi
thém la khoa t6i c6 khoang 200 cadets mét nira la co
khi (Engineer), con nira kia la chi huy (Mate). Trong
s6 200 ngudi, chung t6i dwoc chia ra lam 10 trung
doi, méi trung doi khoang 20 cadets do 2 IDO quan
tri. Trung ddi chia theo van ABC. Néu last name bat
dau bang chi A thi chac chan sé vao trung doi 1. Téi
ho V& nén vao trung doéi 10.

Sau khi 1anh quan phuc, hét téc xong, chang téi sap
hang vao trung ddi cia minh, cho linh. M6t anh IDO
thay t6i “khéng gibng ai - ngudi VN dau tién luc do”,
anh ta tién dén gan, ding trwédc mét t6i cach khéng
day 3 inches, miii anh gan dung mi ti, nhin tdi strng
s6. T6i dirng thé nghiém nhin vao mét cta anh. Anh
ta bao t6i: “Don’t stare at me, boy!” Tb6i hai qua nhin
thdng, anh ta tiép: “Go to your room on the double,
throw your hippy pants (quén éng loa), and your disco
shoes (giay cao got) to a dumpster. We only wear
uniforms here. UNDERSTAND?” “Sir, Yes sir.”

Sau chi thj “Fall out - tan hang”. IDO cho chung té6i 10
phut chay vé phong thay quan phuc “4o thun, quan
shorts, v& trdng, giay bata xudng san truéng trinh
dién, ngay”. H6m dd, chung téi bi quay twr 8 gid sang
cho dén luc &n trwa. Sau d6, ching t6i c6 30 phut dé
vé phong lam giweéng chuan bi phong, chd IDO thanh
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tra. Ca bon bj “quan” cho dén 2300 gi® thi c6 linh tét
den di ngu.

M6i ngay chung t6i thirc day luc 0500 gi®, tap hop
diém danh, chay tap thé duc chung quanh trwéong, ca
hat vang tréi. Ngay thi mang sung di dién hanh
(khdng cbé dan); ngay khac thi hoc chéo xudng
(monomoy rowing); ngay thi xuéng tau huan luyén -
tai ciu tau cla trwdng - hoc cach kéo day, chau day;
ngay thi 1én dai chi huy vé lai hoa dé cta dai chi huy
ké khai dung cu trang bj trén tau...v.v. Ngoai ra
ching t6i phai hoc thudc 16ng nhiéu bai hat nhw: “The
Bells of St. Mary’s” (Alma Mater of the Maritime
College); “Anchors Aweigh”...v.v.

NY Maritime College — Monomoy Rowing

Diéu ma t6i nhé nhét 1a chuyén hoc thudc ldng bai
Sallyport Saying: “Sir, but men and officers must obey,
no matter at what cost to their feelings. For obedience
to orders, instant and unhesitating, is not only the
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lifeblood of armies, but the security of states, and the
doctrine that under any conditions whatever, deliberate
disobedience can be justified, is treason to the
Commonwealth, Sir.” Doan vdn nady la cia Col. G.
Henderson - a British Soldier - viét during American
Civil War. Ong rat wng y, nén ra linh nhan vién khac
nhirng chir d5, ma vang, trén céng da clta cb thanh tén
Ft. Schuyler nam trong trwong nay. Toi phai thudc
long doan van trén ma luc dé toi ciing khéng hiéu
100%! Xin ndi thém Ft. Schuyler cling la nickname am
chi SVSQ tbt nghiép trwérng nay.

Con vai chuyén quan trong nira ma cadets phai cé dé
la trong tui lic nao cling phai cé “change for a dollar,
va modt con dao - knife”. Tién 1& dé& giup dan anh doi
tién. Dao thi dung dé cat day khi can - nhat 1a 1am viéc
trén tau. Miéng thi s8n sang trinh dién theo nguyén tac
‘nha binh”. Twc la khi ai goi trinh dién nhw: “You.
Sound off” thi ct “sta” thudc long: “Sir / Ma’am: Cadet
Vo, fourth-class, Sir/ Ma’am”.

Tiéng Anh khdéng can gidi trong Iic huin nhuc. Khi
IDO hay SQ can bd hai gi thi minh chi “sua” nhirng cau
nam long can ban nhw sau:

"Sir, yes, Sir’ or “Ma’am, yes, Ma’am", or "Sir, no, Sir’
or “Ma’am, no, Ma’am".

"Sir, no excuse, Sir’ or “Ma’am, no excuse, Ma’am".
"Sir, | will find out, Sir” or “Ma’am, | will find out, Ma’am"
"Sir, | do not understand, Sir" or “Ma’am, | do not
understand, Ma’am" or “Request permission to ...”
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MoGi ngay chung toi bi “quay” tr cach an, cach noi, cach
doi nén, xép quan 4o, mang gidy giay, that ca vat, cach
lam giwdng, cach chao... ndi chung la hoc theo
etiquette copied tir US Navy. Khoang 1 thang sau -
ngay lam |& man khoa huan nhuc - ching téi sap hang,
di dién hanh ra san van dong dé lam & “mang pad mau
den, khéong c6 gach vang nao ca, ddi nén cé day vang,
mang stng, mang c&, chao kiém...”.

Sau l& xong, toi di tim than nhan xem co ai dén khéng?
A co may nguoi ban HQ day! To6i mrng r& khi gap 6ng
Pd K. Tiéng (K.18), Tran P. Van (K19), Loi C. Minh
(K.19). Tai va ban “ddng ddi” dwoc 3 ngay nghi phép
dé sau dé tré vao trwéng hoc van hoa. Téi theo ban
t6i vé nha Minh & Queens, NYC.

* Thoi ky hoc tap van hoa

Tuy d& qua thdi gian huan nhuc, nhwng vi chung téi 1a
l&p thdp nhat - goi la Mug (fourth class, nicknamed
Mug - Freshman) - nén khi ra khéi building la phai chay
lup xtp. Khoéng dwoc di xéo ma phai di thang 90 db.
Khong dwoc di tdt ngang ma phai di vong. Khi dén goc
duwdng la phai bé géc (square that corner). Khi gap
dan anh, hay SQ can bé la phai dirng lai chao, sau dé
chay tiép. Mugs chi di hang doc khéng dwoc cap ké
hang ngang... Nhitng luat 1& ndy chidng toi phai tuan
theo cho dén hét nam dau. Chuyén nay coi nhw khong
khé dbi vai t6i. Bay gid dén lic khé hon - hoc van hoa.
Pén thoi ky ndy thi trung ddi clia t6i phan tan ra.
Chung t6i phai di hoc riéng theo nganh minh chon nhw
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nganh co khi hay chi huy. Nganh chi huy cé nhiéu
phén khoa khac nhau nhuwng khi ra trwong thi ai cling
c6 Bachelor of Science degree. Phan khoa chuyén vé
di tau goi la Marine Transportation, con nhirng phan
khoa khac thi cé nhiéu “‘dwdng binh” hon - tiec la ho ¢o
thé di tau, cé thé lam trén bo trong nganh Metrology
and Oceanography, Computer Science Mathematics.

Con nganh co khi thi néu di tau sé& 1am SQ co khi, con
khi v& bo thi xin lam Engineer cia nhiéu corporations
khac nhau. Ra trwodng ho déu co Bachelor of
Engineering degree.

D
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NY Martime Academy Logo

Nganh Marine Transportation hoc chi¥ thi nhiéu nhung
hoc s6 nhw toan, vat ly, hoa hoc, ...v.v. thi lai it. Sinh
vién v@i strec hoc trung binh theo hoc déng. Tai thi vi
céi “nghiép” séng, bién nén ciing gia nhap nhém nay.
Semester dau clia chwong trinh ndy chuing ti phai ghi
danh 5 I6p. L&p ma toi thich la Calculus | (toan), va
Nautical Science 101 - Operations. Con 3 I&p kia
(Principle of Economics |, English Composition |,
History 101 - American History 1) thi ... néu néi la khéng
thich thi téi xao. Téi s¢ rét “dién nguwdi” ludn. Sau hon
1 thang hoc, tdi cdm thay minh chon I&m phan khoa!
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Toi phai lam sao? B6 hoc, dao vé qué ci, xin tré lai
hang Mack Wayne Plastic Company lam thg duc
(molder), hay 1a xin “Drop American History class”, dén
moa hé xin vao Community College hoc dé& hon.
Nhwng khéng dwoc vi mua he téi con phai di theo tau
thwe tap 2 thang. Tinh t&i, tinh lui, sau cung téi quyét
dinh & lai trwdng tiép tuc hoc.

Hang ngay, sau khi com chiéu xong, t6i khé né mang
quyén tu dién Anh Viét day 5 inches cia Nguyén V.
Khén do nha sach Khai Tri xuat ban, cong thém hai
quyén “Macro Economics” va “American History I”,
chay lup xup dén thw vién. Poc hon 1 trang American
History, tra tw dién nhiéu chi¥ khd, mat ca tiéng ddng
hd, vay ma téi van chwa hiéu ré. Téi rang doc tiép, co
gang tra khdo nhwng vAn mu me. T6i bén ddi qua
sach Macro Economics. O d6 cho dén 2200 gi® thi
thw vién déng clra. Néu vé phong thi 2300 gi® la phai
tat dén, t6i quyét dinh chay qua I&p hoc (classroom)
mé& dén I1én, hoc tiép cho dén gan nira dém. Vé phong,
t6i 1én vao phong dung dén pin mé mam di ngld. Gan
dén ngay thi midterm t6i nh& mét ngwdi ban My (Mark
Wollman) dén classroom giai thich nhirng gi téi doc ma
khéng hiéu. Nh& tinh kién tri, rdi t6i cling qua dwoc
semester dau. Nhuw vay la tdi da hoan thanh dwoc 17
tin chi.

Dén semester th hai thi tiéng Anh t6i da kha hon
nhwng chwong trinh hoc ciing khé dan. Lan nay toi
phai 14y 18 tin chi, do Ia:

Eco. 102, Principle of Eco. II.

English 102, English Composition II.
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American Hist 102, Amer. Civil. Il
Calculus lI

Comp. Sci. 122, Computer Sci. |
Nav. 205, Terrest. Nav

Thay English 102, va American Hist t6i mirng. T6i nghi
cac 1&6p nay la chi day tiép lan trwéc nén toi bat dau
“chia mi dui” vao I&p méi la - computer. Mai dén lan
thi “hda téc - 15 minute-quiz” t6i méi “ta hdéa”. Ba thay
day English phat bai thi bat dau tlr chd tdi ngdi - ban
dau, cho dén ban cudi. Khi tr& 1én, khodng 10 phut
sau ba thau bai bat dAu tir chd t6i ngdi di xubng dudi.
Téi ngd nguoi vi viét chwa day 1/4 trang trong khi d6
ba “required 250 words” - khodng ntra trang gidy. Con
|&p computer thi lai “than sau qui khéc” hon. Qua triru
twong ma lai mat rat nhiéu thi gio trong phong lab. T6i
cb gang vuwot bwc nén da qua dwoc 2 semesters dau.

NY Maritime Training Ship Empire State VI.
Displacement 17,000 tons. LOA 565 ft, Beam 76ft, Draft 25 ft., Speed 22 Kts

Tinh téng cong t6i c6 dwoc 35 tin chi. Sau d6 toi
chuan bj di theo tau school training ship di bién thuc
tap 2 thang dé lay thém 3 tin chi nira. Nhw vay téng
cong la 38 tin chi.

Hanh Trinh SQHQ “ Luu Bay ” 2016



DPén tuan 1& diu thang 5 nam 78, hé dén, ca 3 khoa
cla trwdng khoang 500 Cadets, cung SQ huén luyén
Ién tau training ship cda trwong, ra khoi di thwe tap.
Chuwong trinh nam do di ltaly, Portugal va Spain nen ai
cling hén hé. Luc ndy t6i nhw “ca vé véi nwdc.” Toi
da tirng lam SQ trwdng phién trén chién ham HQ 3 thi
chuyén di ca khéng c6 gi xa la. Tuy nhién “t6i khéng ra
mat” ma chi lam nhirng gi trong pham vi va trach nhiém
cua minh. Trong 4 gi& di ca, chang t6i thay phién nhau
lam quan sat vién, tap lam thay thd van chuyén lai tau,
tap lam points can duyén (dinh vj tri cGa tau khi thay
hai dang, nui...), tap xai hai thuwéc tam giac (triangles),
quan sat radar. Cé mét lan, t6i nhin radar muén hoc
héi thém, thi 1 dan anh bao t6i: “You don’t know radar,
so don't touch it. Wanted to try it, let me know”. Toi
bao “Sir, yes Sir". Dan anh khong ai biét t6i da di tau
cho dén mot hém tau ching t6i gap tau HQ My!

Trong luc khoa dan anh - First Class cadets (seniors) -
thwc tap “danh den”, thi “xui thay” cé6 mét tau HQ cua
My mudn lién lac v&i tau chang téi. Luc dé khoang
2000 gi®, troi vira chap tdi. Tau ching tdi dang chay
chung quanh dao Mallorca (Pao cua Spain in
Mediterranean) cho cadets thyc tap lam points thi
chién ham ctia HQ My danh dén cho tau cla téi. Thay
ai cling “quiu” hét, tau khéng c6 nhan vién giam 19, toi
ra tay nghia hiép: “Sir, if you don’t mind, | will take it
over’. Chi lam 1 chuyén nhd théi, tiéng dén vang ca
trweong!

Pén co thi t6i c6 khiéu. T6i nhé lai dém 30 thang 4
nam 75, t6i da danh dén tra 1&i 1 chién ham HQ My khi
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ho mudn HQ3 “put out ladders” cho b/Uy Phu [én tau!
Sau nay tdi m&i biét dwoc B/Uy Phu chinh 1a Richard
Armitage - ngwdi da phu trach dan doan tau HQVNCH
qua Phi Luat Tan. Chuyén di nhé ddi doé coé Tr/Ta
Nguyén K. Triéu (K7) lam Ham Trwéng cung di voi
Th/Ta Quyén va nhirng ban di cung tau B/Uy V& H.
Théng (K19), Tr/Uy Phan H. Hai (K19), Thiéu Uy
Hoang (Pa Lat), ...v.v.

DPén nam th& hai thi chung t6i ¢ dan em (Next class
arrived) chung t6i khéng con chay lup xdp nira. Tuy
nhién ndm nay t6i phai lay nhiéu tin chi hon. Vi khéng
mudn ban doc chan v&i nhivng chi tiét vé cac Iop hoc,
t6i chi ké van tat cac 1&p hoc cho 3 ndm con lai ma
thoi.

Nam th nhi (Total 41 credits):

Fall semester: 19 credits.

English 201, Hum. |

Language, Spanish

Math 215, Statistics

Nautical Sci 206, Ops II

Phys 209, College Phys |

Spring semester: 19 credits.

Engr 301, Ship Construction & Stability
Language, French

Meteology 311 and Lab; Meteo for mariners
Nav301, Nauti. Astro, Celes. Nav.

Phys 210, College Phys.

Summer sea term: 3 credits.

Training ship ports: Montreal, Quebec, Charleston, Ft.
Lauderdale, Bahamas...

Hanh Trinh SQHQ “ Luu Day ” e 2016



Nam th ba: (Total 44 credits)

Fall semester: 20 credits

Acct 301, Accounting |

Eco 301, Theo Inter.

English 202, Human I

Mar. Trans 201, Mar. Cargo Oper

Engr 321, Basic Marine Engineering

Naut 304, Rules of the road

Nav 311 Princ. Mar. Elec.

Spring semester: 18 credits

Eco 303, Money and Banking

Eco 401, International Eco.

Eco 409 Financ. Anal

Mar. Trans 202, Ocean Trans;

Naut 306, Oper llI

Nav 312, Elec. Nav. Sys.

Summer sea term (last summer sea term): 6 credits.
Training ship ports: Naples, Italy; Lisbon, Portugal,
Copperhangan, Denmark.

Nam thi Tw - last year. Total 33 credits

Fall semester: 17 credits

Computer Science 437, Linear prog & Games Theory
Eco 402, Labor Eco

Eco 404, Ship management

Law 403, Maritime Law

Naut Sci 408, Lic Seminar

Nav 402, Advanced Nav

Naut Sci 405, MMO I1.

Spring semester: 16 credits

Oceanography 411E, Oceanography For Mariners
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Seminar in Eco., Mar. Trans
Law 404, Maritime Law
Mar Trans. 402, Mar. Trans. Ins.

Nhw vay 1a tdi phai lay 156 credits. Thoi gian 1a 4 nam
va 3 mua hé - Summer Sea Term, ma mdi mua he di
thyc tap khoang 2 thang. Ngoai mua he di thuc tap,
chung t6i con phai di gac dém (Night Watch). Tuy theo
sy chia cat clia “X& Ly Thwdng Vu” dai ddi, chung toi
thay phién nhau trwc hang dém t 1800 gi& cho dén
sau 6 gi& sang hém sau cho nhiéu vi tri khac nhau.
Trung binh khoang 2 1an médi thang, méi lan 4 tiéng.
Khi nao trung ca “graveyard” - ttr 0200-0600 - thi sang
hém sau di hoc “ngap dai”.

* Budn Vui “D&i Thuy Thu

NY Maritime Academy Yearbook Picture - Taken 1980

Nhirng ky niém budn vui clia thoi SVSQ & trwong NY
Maritime Academy roi cling dén ngay cudi. Ky niém
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ma t6i khéng quén luc & quan trwdng la thdi gian nghi
hé sau khi di tau thwc tap vé. Lac d6 trworng déng clra
1 thang cho sinh vién “nghi x& hoi” cho dén mua hoc
téi nén ky tuc xa (dorms), nha ban (food services),
dong cra. Gan nhw hau hét sinh vién tré vé doan tu
v&i gia dinh. Con tbi vi “con ba phuwdc” nén tdi xin
trwdng cho t6i ngl trén tau, con chuyén &an udng thi tw
tdc. Co6 modt lan tdi lwdi biéng di cho (di bd cach tau
khoang 3 miles one way), t6i “t&r thd” trén tau, an mi goi
“Kung Fu” 1 tuan 1&. Dén ngay the 8 tay téi run 1ap cap
khi cAm mudng. Toi “teo” qua 16i bd ra dwdng chinh,
mua 2 cai “big mac”, t6i “Dz(t hét luén”! HOm sau 14 lai
swrc ngay.

Kodiak (Exxon Ship). LOA 870 ft, beam 138 ft, draft: 45 ft. Displacement 150,000
tons in Puget Sound (Seattle, WA) April, 2010. New owner 2014.

Cudi cung ngay vui da dén. T6i may man vuot qua tat
ca cac ky thi cta trwong cung cudc thi cia USCG nén
ngay |& ra trwdng, t6i nhan dwoc hai manh bang chinh
trong tay. M6t la USCG license chirng nhan toi
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“Licensed to serve as Third Mate of United States
Steam or Motor Vessels of Any Gross Tons upon
Oceans.” Manh bang th& hai la degree cla trwong va
nhiéu certificates khac.

In HQ 3 Officer's Mess: L to R: Tr/y Btrc k1/70 (K. 1 BB), Th/Uy Hoang (Pa Lat),
Tr/Uy Xuyén (Pa Lat), Tr/Uy Mang K6/69, K. 2bB...etc... Tau HQ 3 neo & Namyit
(Mét ddo cla quan dao Truwdng Sa — August 74)

Nhan license l1am SQ tau bién d& nhac t6i mot ky niém
lc téi con trong HQ. Thang 5, nam 73 sau khi tét
nghiép “Khoa 2 Dé&c Biét Nha Trang” tdi da céi chiéc 4o
HQ Tr/ ay CB, ma bon t6i di dom tw dat minh la “dam
SQ Lwu bay” song ngang tang noi séng rach hay trong
dam Hai thuyen v.v. dé& tré thanh HQ Tr/Gy cta Tuan
Dwong Ham Tran Nhat Duat (HQ 3).

Vi mang “nghiép” séng bién “di truyén” cta cha ong,
nén chuyén lam viéc trén tau - séng, bién, day cot...
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khong la gi v&i téi. Sau gan 2 thang di bién - dwoc 6ng
ban Poan X. Son (K.18) hun luyén - t6i dwoc lén lam
SQ Trwédng Phién va gilr chirc vu Trwdng Ban Van
Chuyén. Ban nay ciing qua dé dbi véi téi vi ba toi lam
nghé “di ghe chai” - loai ghe 1&n ch& hang trong séng
rach mién Nam ma t6i da theo phu cha trong Itc nghi
hé & trung hoc. Sau khoang 1 nam trén HQ 3 t6i dwoc
giao phé nhiém vu Trwdng Khéi Trong Phao / Van
Chuyén cho dén thang 5 nam 1975! Ngay ma toi
nghiém chinh chao quéc ky VNCH 1an cuéi, trong budi
I& ban giao HQ 3 cho US Navy, ltc tau ching t6i cach
Manilla khéng day 10 hai ly. D6 la ca gac sau cung

YT

(last watch) ma t6i “can” trén chién ham.

Sau khi la co My tung bay trén codt c& chinh (forward
mast), t6i quay sang vi SQHQ Hoa Ky nghiém chinh
chao anh ta va naéi: “She’s all yours!” Sau dé, téi 1é
dai chi huy”.

> g

bwé&c, ngam ngui roi khoi

Exxon Charleston. LOA: 636 ft, Beam 106 ft, Draft 42 ft. Speed: 16.8 kts.
Displacement: 62,500 tons. New owner 2004
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Twdng rang d&i Thuy tha da chadm dut tr d6, ndo ngd
6 nam sau, cling vao thang 5, cia nam 1981 t6i chinh
thirc tré lai nghiép séng bién! Téi rat vui mirng khi
nhan dwoc tin Exxon déng y mwén tdi véi chire vu ST
Quan Dé Tam - 3 mate (SQ chi huy cdp nhé nhét).
Toi vac sac marin (sea bag) di léu nghéu duéi cau tau,
nhwng khi bwéc 18n ham kiéu (gangway), téi khéng sao
quén dwoc hinh anh ngay t6i cling vac sac marin buéc
lén ham kiéu ctia HQ 3, ciing vao thang 5, ndm 1973 -
dung 8 ndm veé trwéc.

Exxon Long Beach. LOA: 987 ft, Beam 166 ft, Draft 64
ft. Speed: 16.0 kts. Displacement: 240,000 tons. New owner 2010

Sau 18 nam lam viéc (6 nam & bd tw linh), va sau
nhiéu cudc thi Ién cAp ctia USCG, cubi cung ndm 1999
t6i dat dwoc nguyén vong cao nhat trong cudc ddi thuy
tha. Nam d6, t6i dau bang Thuyén Truéng - voi
“Licensed to serve as Master of United States Steam or
Motor Vessels of Any Gross Tons upon Oceans”.
Khodng 6 thang sau Exxon ct tdi lam Thuyén Trwéng
lan dau tién trén chiéc tau tén Exxon Charleston ma téi
da lam thuyén pho (chief mate) gan 10 nam. Day la c&
tau ma dan Merchant Marine cia chudng t6i goi la
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Panama class. Ly do |a chiéu ngang cla tau la 106 ft
da dé di qua locks cla kinh dao Panama rong 110 ft.

Exxon Charleston trong tan 65,000 tons, dai (LOA) 635
ft, ngang (Beam) 106 ft, sau (Draft) 42 ft, van toc tdi da:
16.8 gut). Tinh ra, trong subt thoi gian lam viéc cho
Exxon, chiéc tau I&n nhat ma toi dwoc vinh hanh dam
nhan chirc vu Thuyén Trwdng & chiéc VLCC (Very
Large Crude Oil Carrier) Exxon Long Beach trong tan
240,000 tons, dai 987 ft, ngang 166 ft, sdu 64 ft. Vi tau
nay chi cé 1 1&p vé (single-hull tanker) nén nam 2010
da ngung ch® dau va Exxon da ban lai cho mét chi
nhan khac. DPay ciing 1a ndm t6i dwoc dbi vé hau clr
dé gitr chirc vu Senior Marine Advisor cho Tw Linh
Ham DPoi. Noi 1a Tw Linh cho oai thoéi, luc néy Exxon
chi con lai 4 chiéc tau dé chd dau ma théi.

SR Puget Sound (Exxon Ship). LOA 650 ft, beam 106 ft, draft: 40 ft.
Displacement 60,000 tons encountered stormy weather while going from Alaska to
San Francisco in December 2005. New owner 2006
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Cudc doi ngang doc rdi thi cling c6 mdt ngay “gac mai
chéo”. Hién tai téi cd gang duy tri bang Master license
ma USCG da cép cho tdi. Mac du khéng con lam
Thuyén Truédng nira nhwng Exxon van muén t6i dam
nhan nhirng cdng tac dac biét nhw nhirng luc tau, ma
Exxon mwén ché dau, bj tai nan.

Toi mang on Exxon da giup téi dat dwgc wéc nguyén
sau cung cla doi thuy thd, nén néu hang can “help
during an emergency event” la téi Ién dwdng ngay. Toi
cam on NY Maritime Academy da cho t6i co hdi thyc
hién “nghiép” séng bién ctia minh. Va ciing vi mudn
“pay back to school” t6i da tré vé School Training Ship
lam viéc - coi nhw 14 volunteer - dé day I&p “Advanced
Navigation” vao 2 mua hé lién tiép. Mbi lan di thi 2
thang mai vé nha.

Toi xin cam on tat cd nguwdi than va ban bé da khuyén
khich toi trong Itc “bo’ vo” noi cdng trwdng xa la. Cam
on anh Lwvong Q. Binh (TN SVSQ K21 NT, K.1/70 Tb,
K. 1 DB NT), va nhidu ban khac, da khuyén khich toi
viét bai ndy cho thé hé sau. Néu con chau ban can
biét thém, mudn theo nghé nay, c tw nhién lién lac véi
t6i qua chi nhiém quyén HTLD.

Mang Vo, 81’s Ft. Schuyler (NY Martime College)
30 thang 4, 2016
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